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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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APOSTOLIC AMBITIONS 


By Hyman J. Appelman, D.D. 


“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 
shali depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 


doctrines of devils; 


“Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with 


a hot iron; (1 Timothy 4:1-2). 


“This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 


blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. 


“Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incon- 
tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; Having a form 


ef godliness, but denying the power thereof: 


(iI Timothy 3:1-5). 


from such turn away 


“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 


kingdom; 


“Preach the word: be instant 


rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 


in season, out of season; reprove, 
For the time will 


come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears: 


“And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall 


be turned unto fables. 


“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of 


an evangelist, make full proof of 


thy ministry. 


“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 


is at hand. 
I have kept the faith: 


I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 


 “Hlenceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the rightéous” judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.” 


(IL Timothy 4:1-8). 

Without doubt this is the day 
ef greatest opportunity for the 
goldier of the Cross. It is also 
His day of greatest peril. Again 
it is His day of greatest responsi- 
bility. We can all do a work for 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the souls 
of men that will be more telling 
than anything that has been done 
since apostolic days. We can ren- 
der service that will remain mon- 
uments of our love and loyalty to 
the Son and the things of God. 
On the other hand we can make 
an abysmal failure of our oppor- 
tunity that will set back Chris- 
tianity, if the Lord tarries, for a 
generation, perhaps even more. 

The appeals of Paul, the top- 
most Christian and, next to Christ, 
the foremost trainer of Christians, 
is as applicable today as it was 
then. We, children of God, serv- 
ants of the Cross, who are 
charged with the stewardship of 
souls, would do well to memorize 
the epistles of Timothy and Titus. 


They are brand new, fresh, timely, 
appropriate, essential, as modern 
as the front page of the paper 
tilted’ up by your morning cup of 
coffee. The measure of them, the 
message of them is applicable to- 
day to their very last detail. The 
essence of them is found in the 
verses I am using as the basis of 


our meditation. Read them. care- 
fully. Here is the clear, simple 
outline. I want to leave with you: 


(Continued on page three) 
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The above is a picture of a good part of the tent crowd in the 


STOP, LISTEN, CONSIDER! 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


(Preached on “Back To The Bible” Broadcast, 


This morning I have turned to a favorite Scripture, a, 


Lincoln, Nebraska) 


very simple, short verse: Isaiah 1:18, ‘Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scar- 


| let, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 


crimson, they shall be as wool.”’ This comes in the midst of 


teaching about church people: 


“To what purpose is the multi- 
tude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lord: I am full of the 
burnt-offerings of rams, and the 
fat of fedybeasts; and I delight 
not in the blood of bullocks, or of 
lambs, or -f he goats. When ye 
come to appear before me, who 
hath required this at your hand, 
to tread my courts? Bring no 
more vain oblations; incense is 
an abomination unto me; the new 
moons and sabbaths, the calling 
of assemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. Your new moons and 
your appointed feasts my "soul 
hateth: they are a trouble unto 
me; I am weary to bear them. 
And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will Hide mine eyes from 
you: yea, when ye make many 


prayers, I will not hear: your 
hands are full of blood.” (Isaiah 
1: 11-15). 

The Lord is saying, “I know 


a lot of you are religious, I know 
that you sdy your prayers, I 
know that you go to the formal 
church service; but you are not 


right with Me and so your pray- 
ers are an abomination. - You 
spread forth your hands to pray, 
but I will not hear you. You 
need not bring me any more of- 
ferings, I don’t want them uniil 
your heart comes to me.” And 
now the text, “Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool,” 


Introduction: How Often God 
Says ‘Come’! 

This little word come; how fre- 

quent it is found in the Bible, I 

was reminded just this morning 


that nineteen hundred and some 
odd times in the Bible the word 
come is used as an invitation. Oh, 
how often God says come. If 
some of you would only come <9 
God! If you would only approach 
to God, if you would only draw 
nigh to God and let God draw 
nigh to you! 

Here the Scriptures calls for 
men to draw nigh to God. Do 
‘you know why people are uncon- 


verted, why, they never come near 
God! ‘They never come to pray 
to God honestly. They never 
take the Bible and in it seek io 
find God. Draw nigh to God. 


“Come now,” the Lord said. That 
is what it says in many places. In 
Isaiah 55:1 He says, “Ho, every- 
one that. thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters.” And-He says in the 
New Testament, Matthew 11:28, 
29, 30, “Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” In 
Mark 10:14 He says, “Suffer the 
little children to come unto me.” 
And He says that He is not will- 
ing that’ any should’ perish but 
that all should geome to repent- 
ance.” II Pit. 3:9, In the. last 


chapter in the Bible, Revelation 
22:17, God says, “The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come, And 
whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.” You see, 
come is a great word in the Bible. 
God wants you to come. The 
Scripture says, “Come, now, and 
let us reason together.” How 
many of you have never come to 
reason with God! 


CROWDED TENT AT WARREN, OHIO 


Union Revival campaign at Warren, Ohio, where fifteen churches 
cooperated. Dr. Robert J. Wells, Associate Editof of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD did the preaching. Rev. Henry Holmbo led the sing- 
ing. Rev. Kenneth A. Amsler was chairman of the general committee 
representing fifteen Warren churches cooperating ia the revival 
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campaign. The committee reports over 400 public professions of faith 
in Christ and many rededications on the part of Christians. We thank 
God for the way He is using Dr. Robert J. Wells, our Associate Editor, 
in revivals, and believe that God has called and anointed him for this 
work.—The Editor, 
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People Go to Hell for Lack of 
an Hour’s Consideration 


Consider the second part here, 
“Let us reason together, saith 
the Lord.” Do you know why 
people are not converted? There 
is only one reason that any man 
with any sense is not converted 
and that reason is that he never 
did come, honestly, to reason with 
God. He never did face the mat- 
ter. He never did reason it out, 
consider what he faced. If he 
had, he would have been saved. 
You remember Jesus said, “Ye 
will not come to me, that ye 
might have life.” (John 5:40). 
And so it is with many, many 
people. Isn’t it strange how men 
made in the image of God, men 
who have to die, go day by day 
and do not even stop to con- 
sider Christianity? They do not 
want to consider their sins. They 
do not want to consider that 
death is coming. They do not 
want to think about Hell. They 
do not want to think about judg- 
ment. 

I remember I was in a pastor’s 
home in Minneapolis. He had a 
little boy, I think, eight years old. 
One day when the father was not 
at home, his mother gave him 
some instructions. about his din- 
ner. He raged at his mother and 
said, “I don’t want to do it. I’m 
not going to do it. I don’t like 
you!” And I said, “Little fellow, 
did you know what God says in 
the Bible about people who revile 
their fathers a.d mothers? Did 
you know that God says they 
ought to be put to death?” And 
that eight-year old boy turned to 
me and said, “I don’t like to hear 
about that!” No, he didn’t like 
to hear about it. He is just like 
all other sinners. They do not 
like to hear about God. God help 
us, what foolishness, what folly 
it is when people will not even 
hear what God has to say! God 
says, “Why don’t you come and 
sit down at the council table? 
Why don’t you draw near and let 
us talk this thing over? Why 
don’t you stop and let Me show 
you why you ought to be a Chris- 
tian? Why don’t you stop and 
consider why I love you?” The 
reason people are never saved is 


- that they never do consider. 


You remember the prodigal boy 
who went into a far country. He 
would not consider; he would not 
stop and talk to God while he 
had plenty of money. But when 
his money was gone, when his 
friends were gone, when he no 
longer had plenty to eat, then 
out in the hog pen, out by him- 
self in the dark of the night “he 
came to himself’ and considered. 

Isn’t it strange? Many of you 
who listen to me have never been 
in your right mind. You have 
never intelligently considered 
your State, your danger, your 
need, your sin and wickedness. 
That is why you are not saved. 
Some of you who hear me today, 
listen only casually. Why, some 
of you unconverted people think, 
“Oh, phooey on that stuff. I am 
not interested in that.” You just 
have the radio on. Maybe your 
wife turned it on. You do not 
really want to listen, and you 
listen half-heartedly. Oh, if you 
would only stop to consider! 

“Come now,” says the Lord, 
“Let us reason together.” Why 
don’t you come and talk to God? 
Blessed is the man, how happy 
is the man who gets in jail and 
has to think! How happy is the 
man who is laid flat on his back in 
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sickness, if he stops to realize he 


‘thas got to meet God! How happy 


is the man who for any reason, 
for any reason in the world, is 
caused to stop and counsel and 
reason and consider. People go 
to Hell because they will not con- 
sider, though the Lord says, 
“Come now, let us reason to- 
gether.” Why don’t you stop and 
consider for a little bit that you 
are going to die? 

Alexander the Great, the man 
who conquered the known world 
by the time he was..thirty —and 
died when he was thirty-two, I 
believe, in a drurken brawl, hired 
a ian called a jester, a fool, a 
king’s jester. He had his jester 
to come and stand behind him 
and whisper ever so often, once 
every day, or two or three times 
a day, “Alexander, thou art mor- 
tal. Alexander, you are going to 
have to die.” Oh, Alexander did 
not well heed that, and you do 
not either, some of you. You 
who must die, you who one of 
these days will have no more op- 
portunity to seek God, no more 
time _to repent, do you ever stop 
to consider death? Death is com- 
ing! “It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the 
judgment,” saith the Scripture. 
(Heb. 9:27). And some of you 
are not ready to die. If you 
would only consider death! “Oh,” 
you think, “that won’t come to 
me.” And people say, “I don’t 
like death-bed tales in the pul- 
pit.” No, I know you do not, but 
you cannot deny the fact that 
men do die, and you had better 
get ready to die. Have you ever 
considered that honestly 


Consider How Soon Are All 
Sin’s Pleasures Gone! 

Consider there are other things, 
will you. Consider the fleeting 
joys of sin. You turn down 
Christ becaus.e you want to 
drink, or you want your own 
way, or you want the pleasures 
of sin of one kind or another. 
Well, isn’t it strange that you 
never stop to consider that these 
will all soon be gone? Maybe 
you are a man who drinks and 
drinks. You hope someday to 
settle down and have a family 
and a home. You hope to be sober 
and clean someday. But you never 
stop to consider that drink is such 
a fleeting thing? Or, if there is 
some other lewdness or some 
other wicked sin, it will pass 
away. How soon the taste for_it. 
will be gone. You will have the 
smiting of conscience, and per- 
haps broken health and a diseased 
body, and then you will find you 
were a fool. Why don’t you stop 
to consider ahead of time? Some- 
one has said that hindsight is 
better than foresight, meaning 
you can see better later. How 
much better it would be for you 
to stop and consider before you 
go any further in sin? How fleet- 
ing are earth’s joys! 

Reason with God About 


Eternity 
Did you ever stop to consider 
eternity? How long, how long 


is eternity? What would it mat- 
ter if you could not have all you 
wanted now, if you could not 
have quite the peace and happi- 
ness and joy of this world, if you 
had to live a little cheaper, if 


you could not drink and curse and | 


do some of the sinful things you 
want to do? What would it mat- 
ter in a few short years when 
you must go out to meet God and 
then begin eternity, a long eter- 
nity away from God forever? How 


long is eternity! 


There was a man who had been 
a peace officer in the early days 
in West Texas and in New Mex- 
ico. He had a good many notches 
on his gun. Again and again 
when he was sent out by the Gov- 
ernment to track down some des- 
perado hidden in the mountains of 
New Mexico, he brought back his 
man. After a while the man lay 
dying. Time after time he talked 
to a red-headed preacher and said 
to him, “Sparks, listen, you know 
I am no coward.” .And_ the 
preacher said, “I know that. You 
have risked your life many times. 
Surely you have been a brave 
man. Nobody thinks you are a 
coward.” “No,” he said, “I am 
not afraid to die. I have risked 
death lots of times, I am not 
afraid of death. Oh, he said, and 
he wiped the sweat from his fore- 
head, “but preacher, what is on 


the other side of death? That 
is what I am afraid of. I am 
not afraid of death. But, oh, 


eternity on the other side!” 
Do you realize. how long eter- 
nity is? How long, how long for 


FOUR PAGES ONLY! 


By the Editor 

The Sword of the Lord this 
week has only four pages, This 
is made necessary by wartime 
paper restrictions. Twice each 
month, for the present, you will 
receive the four page issue of 
The Sword of the Lord. Other 
issues will be eight pages as 
before, God willing. 

It is our earnest prayer that 
soon the War Production Board 
will be able to allow us enough | 
paper to print eight pages each 
week, Meantime we know you 
will give your sympathetic un- 
derstanding. 


an unconverted, Christ-rejecting, 
doomed sinner! 


Stop and Think About Hell 
Have you. considered Hell?. 
“Oh,” you say, “I don’t believe in 
that stuff.” Yes, I know, but 
supposing you are wrong? Jesus 
said there was a Hell, and He 
knows better about it than you 
do. And suppose the Christians 
are right. Suppose the Bible ‘s 
right. Suppose . -sus is right, and 


‘you are wrong and there is a 


Hell. Suppose you die and go 
there. What ve you going to do 
about it then? Oh, did you ever 
stop and honestly consider Hell? 
Did you ever stop and honestly 
consider about the judgment time 
when God’s books will be opened 
and you will face the Lord Jesus 
on the throne; that time when 
your record will be there and the 
witnesses will be there? There 
is only one reason you have not 
been saved. You did not have 
sense enough, you did not have 
honesty enough, you were not in- 
telligent and sensible enough and 
fore-thoughted enough to stop and 
consider! If you would ever stop 
to concentrate and consider, you 
would be saved. “Come now, let 
us reason together, said the 
Lord. >»? 


Stop and Consider Christ’s 
Love for You 

I wonder, 
to consider the love of Christ? 
We live in a Christian land. Every- 
body is accustomed to the thought 
of the crucifixion. Some people 
carry little crosses and never 
have a thought of the death of 
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did you ever stop} 


Christ who died to save souls, It 
is strange; you can tell the story 
in heathen lands, to people who 
never heard it and their eyes 
swim with .ears. They are moved 
extremely. I talked to a fine cul- 


tured Jewish woman who had 


never been in a Protestant church, 
who had never heard a gospel 
sermon. I talked to her about 
the death of Christ, and her eyes 
just filled with tears. She said, 
“They ought not to have done 
that! It was” wicked! People 
ought not to have done that to 
Jesus!” Oh, isn’t it strange that 
you never stop to consider the 
price that Jesus paid to keep you 
out of Hell! Well, then, come 
now, reason together and consider 
these things. 


Conclusion: The Wonderful 

Salvation You May Have If 

You Will Come and Reason 
with God 

Now notice this last part—and 
I have only a moment or two. 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow.” 
Sins blotted out! Say, that is 
good news! Nobody else in the 
world, no other kind of religion 
has the answer that God has, the 
answer of forgiveness for sins 
and peace of heart. Wouldn't it 
be blessed to know your sins were 
forgiven ? 

A woman came to hear me 
preach in Dallas, Texas, I remem- 
ber that as I preached she sat out 
there with a sad face... (It is ter- 
rible what sin does to a woman’s 
face). And when the invitation 
was given, she stood and cried; 
but she did not come. I stepped 
off the little platform, down to 
the front and said to her, “Why 
don’t you come? Are you not 
saved ?” ; 

“No, no, no, I’m not saved.” 

“Well, why don’t you come?” 

“I can’t.” 

“Why, yes you Can,” 
“Why don’t you come?” 

“Oh, I can’t, I can’t!” 

I said, “Why nc’ ” “Why can’t 
you come?” 

She said, 
I’ve done.” 

“Oh, but God can forget,” and 
I turned over in Hebrews 10:17 
and showed her that God had 
said, ‘““Their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more.” Then I 
said, “If God forgives, couldn’t 
He forget? God will not ever 
remember it against you any 
more. Why, couldn’t you forget 
it, too? Come!” 

And she came. How glad she 
was to know that her sins could 
be blotted out! 

A man lay on a hospital bed, 
dying little by little. People 
knew he could not last but a few 
days. A friend came and said, 
“What can I do for you?” 

“Nothing,” he said. 

“Well, could I bring you some 
ice cream or some fruit? Tell 


I said. 


‘IT can’t forget what 


me, is there anything I could 
do?” 

“No, no, there is nothing you 
can do.” 

“Could I read to you?” 
said. 

“Oh, no, there is nothing you 
can do.” The friend came back 
the next day and said, “What can 
I do for you? Can 1 do anything 
for you?” © 

“No, no, no!” the man said. 
“Oh,” he said, “If there were only 
somebody who could UNdo!” 

You see sinner, it is not so 
much that you need some of us to 
help you in this way and that way. 
If there is only some way to undo 
and blot out the sins and change 
your record, some way to make 
the harlot clean, make the drunk- 
ard sober, make the infidel a e- 
liever, if somebody can only undo 
the sin question! Well, Jesus can, 
He can forgive and save, and He 
will do it now. “Come now, let 
us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white is 
Snow.’ 


Come, and Be Saved Right 
Now! 

Some reader should come this 

very moment to Jesus, consider- 


he 


ing his sins, considering eternity, 


considering the wonderful salva- 
tion which is offered him freely. 
If you are ready to report of your 
sins, to honestly trust Christ to- 
day to be your Saviour, He is 
willing to take you this moment, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). The moment you are will- 
ing to come to Christ, come to 
hear what He has to say, come 
to believe what He promises, 
come to accept Him as Saviour, 
He is willing to save you. 

If you will come to Christ now, 
trusting Him for salvation, will 
you sign this decision form and 
mail it to me at once? Or you 
may write your decision in your 
own words, if you prefer, but do 
it today, do it this moment! 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 
214 West Wesley 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

Today I read your sermon 
Stop, Listen, Consider! and have 
come to reason with the Lord. I 
admit I am a sinner, but here and 
now I turn my heart away from 
my sin and trust Christ to save 
me, I depend upon Him this very 
day to make my sins as white as 
snow, as He promised, and to 


Save my soul and take me to > 


Heaven because I trust Him. With 
His help I will try to live for God 
the rest of my life. 


Signed 
Address 


Date .«... 
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Great Christian Classic August 
Selection of Sword Book Club 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Director, 
Associate Editor 


The Sword Book Club is proud 
to announce “GOFORTH OF 
CHINA,” by Rosalind Goforth as 
its August selection. The great- 
ness of this book is clearly indi- 
cated in the words of commenda- 
tion by the members of our Board 
of Judges: 

Dr. Robert G. Lee says: “This 
is a must book on any list of the 
best... Romance, adventure, fasci- 


nation? A book for the entire. 


family. Full’ of inspiration and 
challenge. A wonderful story of 
one man plus God.” 

Dr. Henry Hepburn says: “The 
beautiful story of Goforth of 
China is now in its sixth edition, 
The book is a marvelous record of 
what the Holy Spirit can do 
through yielded lives.” 


Dr. John W. 
“Here is a worthwhile reprint, 
now in its sixth edition, giving us 
the never-to-be-forgotten chronicle 
of the missionary work of the Go- 
forth’s. It is a book to be-read 
and re-read by old and young 
alike.” 

Hon. Pat M. Neff says: “Those 
who find inspiration in a life 
greatly lived and gloriously sacri- 


_ ficed for his fellowmen will want 


to read this book. It will make 
every man and woman who reads 
it want to be better and to do 
more.” : 


Dr. T. Roland Philips says: 
“This story of Jonathan Goforth 
is one of the most fascinating of 
all of our missionary biographies. 
I would like to put this into the 
hands of every young Christian. 
It shows clearly what God can do 
with a life that is wholly yielded 
to Him. By all means read this 
book.” 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman says: 
“The sweetness and fragrance of 
the earnest, energetic Jonathan 
Goforth of China, is ably and 
aptly expressed in this biography, 


which to a large extent is an auto- 


biography of the late Mrs. Go- 
forth. Here we find obedience and 
sacrifice, heartache, and triumph, 
prevailing prayer and heaven-sent 
revival, that will stir every Chris- 
tian’s heart.” 

Dr. H. A. Ironside says: “A 
most readable biography of a truly 
great missionary leader, by his 


wife. The book held my closest 


attention. I read it through in 
one sitting. It enthralled me.” 

Dr. John R. Rice says: “A great 
missionary biography, rich in 
reader interest, stirs to faith and 
sacrifice, life transforming. Makes 
missionary surrender, prayer, soul 
winning real as first values. A tre- 
mendous book!” 

Every Christian Should Read 

This Book 

There are several reasons why 
every Christian should own a copy 
of this book, and should read and 
reread it prayerfully and care- 
fully. First, the book is truly. a 
Christian classic, and it belongs 
near the top of any list as the 
best Christian books and since 
this is true any Christian who has 
the opportunity to read the book, 
and does not do so, naturally im- 
poverishes himself. There are 
gome books that no Christian can 


the greatest opportunity ever pre- 
sented for foreign missionary ac- 


Bradbury says: 


RUBE OS KRERRES » 


being aware of the depth of char- 
acter and spiritual power, not only 
of Jonathan Goforth, but of Rosa- 
lind Goforth, as well. The reader 
is challenged by these devoted 
lives, and is taught practically as 
well as Scripturally the deeper 
Christian life and its effect upon 
others. I think I am not exag- 
gerating when I say that no sin- 
cere Christian could read the book 
carefully without being profoundly 
stirred and blessed spiritually. 
How to Get This Thrilling Book 
This great book is available to 
all who join the SWORD BOOK 
CLUB, at the regular retail price 


of $2.00, and those who join will 
receive, in addition, free of charge, 
their choice of “Prayer, Asking 
and Receiving,” by Dr. John R. 
Rice, which ordinarily sells for 
$1.50, or “The Coming Kingdom 
of Christ,” by Dr. John R. Rice, 
which retails at $1.25. Then, with 
each fourth monthly _ selection 
purchased from the SWORD 
BOOK CLUB, you will receive 
free an additional dividend book, 
equal to the average value of our 
monthly selections. 


To join the SWORD BOOK 
CLUB simply fill in the following 
Application Blank, agreeing to 
purchase at least four monthly 
selections within the next year. 
Enclose $2.00 for the book, ‘'Go- 
forth of China,” and indicate your 
choice of premium. The _ books 
will be forwarded to you imme- 
diately upon receipt of your appli- 
cation. Take advantage of this 
unusual opportunity, and get this 
great Christian classic without 
delay. 


Tear out on dotted line 


—EE ee ee eee ee ee ee re coer 


SWORD BOOK CLUB, 


214 W. Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


Please enroll me as a member. 


1 enclose $2.00 for whwich I am to receive 


“Goforth of China” together with the premium offered to new members which 


I have indicated below. For ey 


from the Club I am to receive, free, 


four monthly book selections I purchase 


the current book dividend then being 


distributed. I agree to purchase at least four monthly book selections from the 
ub each full year I am a miember, and I may cancel my subscription to the 
k club any time after purchasing four such books from the Club. 


Name 
Pleast Print Plainly 
Address 
City State 
Postal District 
No. Gif any) 
Send me as my premium. 


APOSTOLIC 
AMBITIONS 


(Continued from page one) 
First—The Conditions We All 
Face 
Second—The Course We Must 
Pursue 
Third—The Crown We, by the 
Grace of God, May and Shall 
Earn. 
Conditions We Face 
First of all then, we are to con- 
sider the conditions we face. Ap- 
ply the rule of the Book to them. 
Let the Bible direct you in their 


analysis. Do not, I beg of you, 
make the common mistake of let- 
ting the shallow minded, selfish 
purposed, non-spiritual editors, 
commentators, so-called philoso- 
phers, draw your attention away 
from the fundamental verities of 
God’s Word. The Bible is your 
criterion, your standard, your rule 
book, your measure, your balance, 
your yard-stick, if you will have 
it, your divine mirror. Apply its 
eternal truths to the passing re- 
view of events. Place it alongside 
the bleating pronouncements of 
wiseacres, the bombastic prorrises 


of statesmen, the baseless puerili- 


ties of diplomats, of generals, of 
panacea purveyors. Challenge ev- 
ery spirit with it. Do not be led 
astray into cheap optimism. Do 


not give way to moody pessimism. 
What says the Bible about the 
times? 

First, we have the age old prob- 
lem of sinfulness. There is no 
need of going into its bitter de- 
tails. This disease is universally 
prevalent. It is as common as the 
breath in your nostrils, as_ the 
blood in your veins. This side of 
the new heaven and the new earth 
there is no escape from it. There 
is but this difference in our day 
and time. The devil has more 
weapons for his warfare than he 
ever had. He has more people on 
whom to work. He has more 
means and methods at his disposal 
with which to work. The passing 
centuries have but made him more 
clever. 

There is no organization, no in- 
stitution, not even excepting the 
church, no line of human endeavor 
that has not been invaded by 
Satan. There is no man made 
program that has not, in a meas- 
ure at least, and most of them 
in a great measure, been taken 
over by the old serpent. Think 
with me of the nobility of the 
printing press prostituted to pan- 
der to the putrid passions of a 
world gone mad for thrills. Think 
of the God-given gift of the radio 
ex»loited by evil-minded, demon- 
possessed perverts of everything 
that is decent and holy, with their 
salacious innuendos and smutty 
suggestions, 
in the grip of modernistic vapor- 
izing, half-baked sciencists follow- 
ing in the muddy footsteps of a 
Freud or a Russell whose shibbo- 
leth seems to be to let the sexual, 
animal, jungle impulses loose en- 
tirely. Think of our schools which 
were built on the foundation of 
Christian sacrifice made by Chris- 
tian people in the beginning of our 
nation subverted by the ungrate- 
ful, sheep stealing, dishonest edu- 
cators taking constant advantage 
of the plastic unformed minds of 
young students. Think of our 
churches, God help us! A tidal 
wave of rationalistic, liberal mis- 
interpretation of the Word of God 


and the fundamentals of our faith 


CHAPTER TITLES 
1. A Prayer-Hearing God. 
2. Why Pray? 
3. Prayer Is Asking. 
4. The Answer to Prayer is Re- 
ceiving. 
5S. Praying for Daily Bread. 
6. Asking Bread for Sinners. 
7. Praying for Healing. 
& Praying for Healing, Cont'd. 


for Anything and 
Ace ag Want. 


i 
, 


4 


B ans 


wets 


j 
4 
d 


iit ii 


Sy eaae ae 


It is by Dr. John R. Rice, 


Chicago, said: “. 
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Have You Read It? 


America’s Most Outstanding 
Book on 


PRAYER 


Lord, and is being used of God to bless thousands. 
60,000 copies have been printed in four large printings. 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, Pastor Moody Memorial Church, 
. one of the most interesting, re- 
freshing and conclusive works on Prayer we have ever 
consulted. The many personal testimonies of answered 
prayer add greatly to its value.” 


answers prayers as He did in Bible times and for our 
Here one can learn how to pray in the will of 
God, grow in faith, really get things from God and live 
the joyful life of daily answered prayer.” 

It changes lives. A minister writes: “I have been in a spiritual 
rut for ten years. Have done no 
ceived your book on Prayer. Read part of it, and oh how it 
has brought me and the Lord back so close together.” 
Minnesota lady says: “We never had a family altar, but 
after reading your book we now have fellowship every 
morning and evening.” A lady in Tennessee writes “... that 
book just led my husband to have to pay $48.00 for a cow 
he bought thirty years ago.” A grandmother in Illinois writes 
how that after reading this book she was encouraged to pray 
for the salvation of her son and grandson, then with joyful 
heart she tells how both were gloriously saved. | 

A Tremendous Value. Twenty-one long chapters, 328 pages, 
over 150,000 words; it is the size of a $2.50 book. Beautiful 
sturdy cloth binding. 
All this for only 
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Think of our schools} * 


has deluged our land. The tide is 
rising higher and higher. It is 
swamping our denominations, our 
churches, our religious press, our 
missionary activities. The drought 
of listlessness, the dry rot of un- 
belief, the disease of worldliness 
seem to have taken over the ma- 
jority of our church members. 
Second, we have the selfishness 
of the age, selfishness in business, 
selfishness in politics, selfishness 
in society, selfishness even in re- 
ligious circles. It is every man 
for himself regardless of the price 
others may have to pay. Patriot- 
ism has been sacrificed on the 
altar of self-aggrandizement. Poli- 
tics have become a cesspool of 
personal preferment. We criticize 
the medieval church in the days 
that have passed, especially for its 
nepotage. We find today in our 
own church circles politicking for 
office, pulling strings and wires 
for personal advantage. This self- 
ishness has crept into our homes 
so that they are no longer places 
of loving sacrifice but abodes of 
«ssension and dissatisfaction. In 
the church membership it is not 
in honor preferring one another, 
but in seeking honor for one’s self, 
The third problem that we face 
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in the Scripture Witness League 
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samples our new Victory Tract 
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is the shallowness of the time. 
It was President Will H. Hough- 
ton of the Moody Bible Institute 
who said something like this: “We 
are so highly civilized now, we 
do not read books any more. We 
look at pictures. If we become 
any more civilized, we shall come 
down to blocks.” 


From the sale of the comic 
books to our youth to the latest 
tabloid magazines occupying the 
attention of the grown person, 
this is not a thinking generation. 
The great fundamentals are dis- 
regarded because it takes time to 
dig them out, The classics gather 
dust on our shelves. Although 
the Bible is still by far the world’s 
best seller, I am afraid it would 
be a tremendous exaggeration to 
say that it is being read very 
much more today than ever be- 
fore. Getting or giving a Bible 
does not mean reading it. There 
is a shallowness of feeling. We 
are moved by the glycerine tears 
of an actress, yet remain un- 
touched by the burning horrors 
of Hell awaiting the lost soul. We 
are melted by the pains of Dick 
Tracy yet remain unmoved by the 
age old tragedy of the Cross. 


There is, then, the problem of 
_ senselessness. In spite of the ex- 
periences and testimonies of all 
past history, men are still trying 
to save themselves and each other 
by man made schemes. There is 
not a prominent figure in the 
world who is not proposing some 
way of our dilemma. All<sorts of 
psychological and_ philosophical 
literature is swamping the presses. 
All sorts of religious doctrines 
and dogmas are clamoring for the 
attention of a blundering world. 
Churches and institutions of every 
sort and description have mush- 
roomed forth especially on our 
ewn west coast. They are merely 
muddying the waters. The sense- 
lessness of the age is shown in 
the heartrending fact that these 
man-invented schemes have suc- 
geeded in enlisting so many devo- 
tees, The great age-old factors 
that have withstood the testing of 
the centuries are seemingly moun- 
tain-towering peaks, insurmounta- 
ble to those whose minds are 
bemused by these vagaries of 
demon incited cults. 
The Course to Pursue 

In the second place, let us con- 
sider — The Course the Christian 
Must Pursue, First, now as then, 
we must trust in the living God 
regardless of whatever anybody 
else may do, regardless of any 
suggestion that may come to us, 
regardless of our own feelings in 
the matter. Remember that we 
are children of God, called of God, 
that our days are in His hands. 
Unqualifiedly we must refuse to 
depend on anything or” anybody 
else except God. Let our faith 
and our confidence be entirely in 
Him. Let us seek no help from 
any worldly source or earthly 
panaceas. 

Second, we must give attend- 
‘ance to reading. “Faith cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the 
Word of God.” We must be men 
of one book, no matter what the 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUDY 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 
By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
posetel Memorial Church 
For Sunday Schools, Bible 
Classes, Youtg People’s 
and Missionary Societies, 
Vacation. Bible Schools, 
Prayer Meetings, and Home 

Study. 
Samples 15¢: 4 grades 50¢; 
Complete set $2.40 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUDY 


2010 Bryan St. Dalias 1, Texas 


appeals of so-called educators, of 
bigheaded psychological experts. 
The Bible is still our stock in 
trade. If we know everything else 
and do not know the Bible, we 
are sinning against God, against 
our own testimonies, against the 
sheep who gather about us to be 
fed. It is no easy thing to obey 
Paul when he says “Meditate upon 
these things, give thyself wholly 


tc them.” That requires toil, tears, 
effort, energy, sacrifice. In all of 
our Christian work, Satan will 
fight us in two nlaces with all of} 
his power, in the matter of 
prayer and in the matter of study- 
ing the Word. 


Third, “take heed unto thyself.” 
It is necessary to guard the Gos- 
pel. It is necessary to cling to 
the pure doctrine. It is necessary 
to contend for the faith. It is 
more necessary to keep ourselves 
unspotted from the world. There 
must be no selfish motive per- 
mitted in our work for the Lord. 
We must as Paul says, “Be an 
example of the believers in the 
Word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity.” That 
God is not looking for golden 
vessels but clean ones is the -ex- 
hortation of the Holy Spirit to 
each of us as definitely in 1945 
as it ever has been. 

Fourth, “refuse profane and old 
wives’ fables.” Do not be drawn 
aside by any ism or any minor 
issue. If the Devil cannot get us 
in any other way, he will concen- 
trate our hearts, our minds, our 
souls on some by-product of the 
Gospel that will vitiate any great 
good that we might do. In the 
life-time of many of us some of 
.@ greatest preachers on. the 
American continent have lost 
their power and been shelved of 
God because of the narrowness of 
their sermonizing and Bible teach- 


ing. 
Fifth, “these things command 
and teach.” The world does not 


want our guesses but our convic- 
tions. The world does not care 
what we think. What we know, 
that they want. The world does 
not care for vapory, stardust ut- 
terances, It wants solid, substan- 
tial and substantiatec facts that 
have been worked out in the 
burning assurances, in the deep- 
est experiences of our own inner- 
most souls. The message that we 
receive from God, that we must 
teach without any apology, with- 
out qualification, without any 
peradventure, Go one step further. 
It is not enough to teach. We 
are ambassadors for God. We 
have the credentials of Heaven. 
The authority of the Almighty is 
behind us. In the name of the 
Risen Lord, who holds the reins 
of the universe in His hands, let 
us command righteousness, sepa- 
ration from the world, subservi- 
ence to the will of God. 


The Crown We Shall Earn 


In the last place there is—The 
Crown that, by the grace of God, 
we shall earn, 

First, we shall’ save ourselves. 
I do not believe that means per- 
sonal salvation as far as our souls 
are concerned. Some, of course, 
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believe in salvation by works. We 
do not. Neither did Paul, or else 
wh. his insistence on justification 
by faith. It means the salvation 
of our lives. It means that our 
lives will not have been invested 
in vain. It means that our time, 
and our toil, and our thoughts, 
and our tears, will not have been 
wasted. It means that we will 
not come to the end of the jour- 
ney with burning regrets over the 
opportunities misused, over the 
responsibilities abused, over the 
abilities unused. It means that 
we shall look back on lives of 
good deeds, seeds sown and a har- 
vest springing up all about us. It 
means that memories will come 
flocking to our souls of the lifting 
hand that we have extended to 
our fellows, that has been grasped 
again and again by those whom 
we have persuaded by our pa- 
tience to come to the Lord. 


Second: We shall save others. 

That is the essence of all of our 
striving. Be anything else, know 
anything else, do anything else, 
let men talk about us, kt the 
paper blazen our records abroad, 
let the radios sing our praises, 
let Hollywood offer us contracts 
as it did back yonder to Billy 
Sunday. If we have not been 
winners of souls, our lives have 
been utterly wasted insofar as 
heavenly recognition is concerned. 
Upon earth, that is our reward. 
That is the climactic capstone of 
all our endeavors. In Heaven, 
eternity alone will reveal the 
usury our live: wilf have earned 
for us. There is no joy that can 
measure up to the joy of the soul 
winner. There is no guerdon that 
can come to mortal man commen- 
surate with that of the gratitude 
of a soul saved for Christ. 
* Third: There are the crowns of 
righteousness and reward await- 
ing us at: the end of the journey. 
What is there on earth that can 
compare with the loving welcome 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? What 
sacrifice should we not be willing 
to make to hear Jesus say “Well 
done, thou good and faithful serv- 
ant, enter into the joy of thy 
Lord ?”’ 

We are engaged in. the most 
trying work that is given to man 
when we undertake to be a wit- 
ness for Christ. It is straight, 
and narrow, and rugged, and up- 
hill, The cross becomes hillingly 
heavy. There are sleepless nights 
and agony filled days ahead of 
each of us. There are tears of 
anguish, tears of sorrow, tears of 
confession, tears of compassion, 
tears of helplessness before us. 
We shall make mistakes. We shall 


| preach sermons that will make us 


wonder if we have ever been 
called to the ministry., We shall 
teach Sunday School lessons that 
will make us doubt if we know 
the Bible. We shall make mis- 
takes that will question our sal- 
vation. There will be hours. when 
all the hordes and hosts of Hell 
will marshal themselves against 
us. We Shall be, even as was 
your Master, maligned, criticized 
ridiculed, mocked, even cursed, 
but at the end of the day, at the 
end of the way is Jesus. 
Remember _ that! Remember 
that when you fall on your knees 
in the sanctity of your own prayer 
closet! Remember that when you 
visit from home to home!  Re- 
member that when you bear a 
witness! Remember that when 
you stand by the bedside of the 
sick and the dying! Remember 


that when the Cold, cruel, clammy | 


clods fall upon the coffined bodies 
of those you are called on to 
bury! Remember that when you 
plead in personal work with souls 
to be reconciled to God through 
Christ! Remember that by day, 
by night, at home, at abroad! Re- 
member the promise of God. “In 
due season you shall reap if you 
faint not.” | 


pane alvary c rusade — 


Wanted! Born again pastor or 
layman to show Gospel Films 
part time and win souls for 
Christ. All equipment furnished 
free, Rey. Donald Roop, 30 Evans 
Way, Boston 15, Mass. 
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ciate Editor). 


The first annual Sword of the 
Lord Conference on Evangelism, 
held at Winona Lake, -Indiana, 
July 15th through July 2ist, is 
now in the recorded archives of 
glory. All who attended the 
mighty meetings received a _ spir- 
itual impact that is certain to af- 
fect every sphere of their in- 


fluence. Hungry souls went away 
fed. Thirsty hearts were caused 
to stoop at the Fountain of Liv- 
ing Waters, to drink of the God- 
provided potion. Minds in doubt 
were pointed to the Cross, to the 
empty tomb, to the experience of 
Pentecost, Lives wavering in un- 
certainty were brought out into 
a full, happy, victorious surrender 
to the will of the Lord. All of 
America, sooner or later, all of 
the earth, will feel the burning 
repercussions of the blessed days. 


The entire conference was on 
a high plane. There were no out- 
bursts of wild fire, yet, at the 
same time, no repression of na- 
tural, Holy Spirit induced emo- 
tions. Weeping and laughter 
came freely. Sobriety and joy 
mingled together. Hearts were 
broken with visions of the plight 
of a lost world, while at the same 
time being brought to the very 
mountain tops of exultation over 
the assurance of personal salva- 
tion. 


The meeting was peculiarly 
blessed in four definite ways. 
There was, first, its purpose, It 
was to bring confidence of per- 
sonal victory over sin to the lives 
of ali there. There was further 
the hope that many would be led 
out into a deeper devoted dedica- 
tion, consequently, a more defi- 
nite experience with the Holy 
Spirit. There was also the thought 
of leading out others to heed the 
call of the Holy Spirit to special 
Christian service. Then, there 
was the thought of encouraging 
feeble hands and trembling knees 
by a recitation of the works of 
the Lord in the lives and efforts 
of others. Last of all, it was the 
passionate desire of all present 
that there itv Winona Lake a fire 
of evangelism might be started 
that would turn America back to 
God. 


Second, we have the personnel 
of the conference. Almost every 
State in the Union was represent- 
ed. There were no denominational 
differences, discussions, or bar- 
Lesser matters were for- 
gotten in the one embracing pas- 
sion for Christ and the souls of 
men. All ages, all sexes, from 
every walk and sphere of life, 
crowded into the Tabernacle to 
every service, It- was a cross-cut 
of the Christian life of America. 

Third, there was the program. 


Sword’s ye ee Conference 


on Evangelism 
By Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman, D.D. 


(Dr. Appelman has been invited to be one of the main speakers 
of the Second Annual Sword Conference on Evangelism to be held at 
Winona Lake, Indiana, July 7th-14th, 1946, and has graciously ac- 
cepted, and we are very pleased.—Robert J. Wells, Director and Asso- 


Vivid, intense, burning, convict- 
ing, challenging, appealing are 
but a few of the words of com- 
mendation heard. The giants of 
the land, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Joe 
Henry Hankins, G. P. Comer, 
Jesse M. Hendley, Clifton Lewis, 
Rolfe Barnard, George Stephens, 
John. Rice, Robert Wells, men 
mightily used of God in evangelis- 


tic and pastoral endeavor were 
the speakers, Again and again, 
definitely, visibly, feelingly, the 
power of God came down upon 
them. God honored them in their 
presentation of the flaming truths 
of eternity. They made us lesser 
folk ashamed of our lethargic 
ljukewarmness, of our puny efforts, 
of our lack.of whole surrender. 

No words. of mine can describe 
the stirring singing of the Tind- 
leys. Time and again, they lifted 
us to the very heavens by their 
unusual renditions of old time and 
new time songs of Zion. 


J. Stratton Shufelt, undoubtedly 
the topmost Gospel singer on the 
horizon, assisted by two pianos 
and a massed chorus choir which 
he had gathered and trained, led. 


the mighty throngs in demonstra- . 


tions of singing that could only 
be rivalled in glory. Just as the 
speakers gave all they had, even 
so Stratton Shufelt sang, led, 
soloed with every inch and ounce 
of himself. 


Fourth, there was the price of 
the victory. It was born in a 
passion for Christ, in a compas- 
sion for the souls of men. It was 
reared in the heart-anguish of 
John R. Rice and Robert J. Wells, 
who saw the vital needs of Amer- 
ica. It was paid for in hours of 
prayer, +in days of toil. Every 
step was taken by these Spirit- 
filed men on their knees, after 
they measured the ground about 
the Jericho obstacles on their 
faces. With them, there was the 
staff of the Sword of the Lord, 
each of them adding their valued 
contribution to organization and 
preparation, 


By correspondence, Dr. Rice 
and Dr. Wells enlisted others of 
us to pray with them. The whole 
program, from beginning to end, 
was Signalized by mighty inter- 
cessions, God was constrained to 
do His mighty works. 


The week is past. The people 
have scattered to the four cor- 
ners of the continent, perhaps, of 
the earth. Some of us remained 
for other conferences. On _ the 
last night, with hundreds at the 


jaltar, with faces wet with tears, 


we left the Billy Sunday Taber- 
nacie, with the knowledge that 
this indeed was “the very works 


of God,” 


SEE FOR 


the advantages 


YOURSELF ! 


OF THIS NEW U 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERAT 


Sal tad 


